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Al Noor celebrates grand opening of new
Primary Healthcare Center
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Iraqgi construction firm, Al-Kahlaa Group Company’s conceptual drawing of the new al-Noor Primary Healthcare
Center. Over 40 local Iraqgi laborers worked daily to complete the facility.

Al Noor Village, Iraq - The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Gulf Region South District
and the Diwaniyah Provincial Reconstruction
Team (PRT) are proud to announce the grand
opening of a $450 thousand Primary Health-
care Center (PHC) located in al Noor village
near Sumer, Qadisiyah Province.

According to Capt. Robert Elliott, USACE
Officer in Charge of the Qadisiyah/Najaf Resi-
dent office, the facility’s location was chosen in
response to the lack of medical services in the
area. “It is estimated that the 3,552-sq.-ft.,
state-of-the-art healthcare center will service
the immediate healthcare needs of some
10,000 Iragqis living in the al Noor village of the
al Sumer neighborhood,” Elliott explained.

The clinic will provide basic medical care
and advanced diagnostic and monitoring capa-
bilities for acute and chronic illnesses. “This
new clinic, a gift from the American people for
a healthy Iraqi people, will add modern treat-
ments for pregnant women, a place for emer-
gency care, vaccinations, and a place for diag-
nosing disease,” said PRT Public Health Advisor
Samuel Watson.

The new facility includes a physician’s office
with an adjoining exam room, two nurse sta-
tions, a pharmacy, a mother and childcare
treatment room, vaccination room and health
education department.



During the January 11 ribbon cutting cere-
mony Qadisiyah Province’s Governor Salim
Hussein Alwan Najam praised the U.S. Govern-
ment’'s efforts to help the people of his prov-
ince and expressed his thankfulness for the
new facility. Diwaniyah PRT Leader Michael
Klecheski added that the USACE has built nine
health facilities worth $9.6 million and 15
schools worth $1.9 million for the Qadisiyah
Province, and described the al-Noor PHC as a
symbol of the cooperation between the U.S.
and lraqi governments to help the people of
the province.

“Iraqi construction firm, Al-Kahlaa Group
Company, employed over 40 local Iragis daily
to complete the facility,” Elliott added.

Among the dignitaries attending the cere-
mony were Qadisiyah Governor Salim Hussein
Alwan Najam; Diwaniyah PRT Leader Michael
Klecheski; PRT Public Health Advisor Samuel
Watson; Task Force 1-15, 3-3 IBCT - Task
Force Cmdr, Lt. Col. Ken Harvey; USACE — Fo-
rat Area Office - Officer in Charge, Lt. Col. Na-
than Joseph; and USACE Qadisiyah/Najaf Resi-
dent Office - Officer in Charge, Capt. Robert
Elliott.

The USACE in lIraq has completed thou-
sands of reconstruction projects in partnership
with the U.S. Government and the Government
of Iraq. Since 2004, USACE has completed
5,257 projects throughout Iraq valued at more
than $9.1 billion, and has more than 350 pro-
jects ongoing. The overall reconstruction effort
in Iraq currently provides jobs for more than
20,000 lIragis.

PRT Lead Michael Klecheski and a local sheik visit with other guests during the ceremony.



Qadisiyah Governor Salim Hussein Alwan Najam greeted by PRT Health Advisor, Sam Watson and Lead Michael
Klecheski prior to the ceremony. During the January 11 ceremony Qadisiyah Province’s Governor praised the
U.S. Government’s efforts to help the people of his province and expressed his thankfulness for the new facility.
(USACE Photo)

Al Noor Primary Healthcare Center staff ready to serve those living in the al Noor village of the al Sumer
neighborhood in Qadisiyah Province. (USACE Photo)
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Representatives attending the ceremony are USACE Qadisiyah/Najaf Resident Office - Officer in Charge, Capt.
Robert Elliott; USACE — Forat Area Office - Officer in Charge, Lt. Col. Nathan Joseph; Diwaniyah PRT Leader Mi-
chael Klecheski; Task Force 1-15, 3-3 IBCT - Task Force Cmdr, Lt. Col. Ken Harvey; and PRT Public Health Advi-
sor Samuel Watson

The Gulf Region District, South, headquartered in Tallil, Iraq is a joint effort comprising Civilians, Soldiers, Sailors,
Airmen and Contractors.
GRD provides quality and sustainable engineering in support of civil/military construction in Irag. GRS and its
Iragi partners are building a strong foundation for Iraqg's future.
BUILDING STRONGg is the official slogan of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Note: Alicia Embrey is the public affairs officer for the Gulf Region District, South, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
For more information, contact Alicia at 540.665.2656 or email requests to Alicia.M.Embrey@usace.army.mil . For
more information on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Iraq, visit www.grd.usace.army.mil.
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